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Book Notices. 141 

HOW THE BIBLE WAS MADE.* 



This work is a valuable hand-book, containing in little space considerable 
information. The author has succeeded in collecting, grouping and compressing 
many facts relating to the history of the Bible, as we have it to-day. He takes up 
the question of the Old Testament Canon, the Deutero-Canonical books, the his- 
tory of the Hebrew text, the Ancient Versions, discussing their critical value. 
The Talmud, Targums and Massorah receive attention. The New Testament 
Canon, its manuscripts, uncial and cursive, are treated of at some length ; and 
then, the Early Versions, the testimony of the Fathers, and the English Versions 
from the earliest effort by Caedmon in 676 down to the Bevision of 1881 are 
spoken of. 

The position taken on the questions is the one commonly received by the 
churches to-day, and the book is not, nor does it pretend to be, a scientific treat- 
ment. The views of the advanced school of criticism are not noticed at all in 
speaking of the structure of the Old Testament, and in discussing the question of 
the New Testament Canon, the Gospel of John is not mentioned as one of the 
books whose authenticity has ever been doubted. Omissions of this kind detract 
from the value of the book. 

In speaking of the Deutero-Canonical books, the author says that " there is 
an evident tendency to adopt the longer Canon of the Old Testament." We think 
this statement is hardly borne out by the facts ; we would rather say that there is 
a tendency to shorten the received canon of to-day by casting out books like 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and others. Some other positions taken by the 
author we might not agree with, but in general we think his statements reliable 
and his conclusions just. 

The book on the whole will meet a want by the fact that it groups together 
information, which can only be found elsewhere by long search. It is to be much 
regretted that there is no index ; that a book of this character may be in the high- 
est degree useful an index is an absolute necessity. 



THE GREAT ARGUMENT, t 



That the Old Testament bears witness to Jesus and finds its fulfillment only 
in the man of Nazareth has been indeed the Great Argument of the Christian 
Apologist since the day of Peter's sermon, Dr. Thomson has made a re-statement 
of it in the light of modern investigation and discovery, and finds it as strong and 
convincing as ever. 

We confess to have taken up this book with some hesitation and prejudice 
against it. So much has been written on the Messianic question which exhibits 
false and strained exegesis and puerile reasoning, that the argument itself has 
fallen into some discredit. But the reader, before he has gone over very many 
pages, finds that this discussion is of another calibre entirely than any to which 
he is accustomed. It is by all odds the best book of the kind in our language. It 
is simple. There is no prolonged and ingenious reasoning sustained by an ample 
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array of authorities, buttressed by quotations in a dozen languages. The author 
states his opinion or point in clear, vigorous English without nourish or parade, 
and leaves it. It is honest. There is no tampering with objections or opposed 
views, so that they appear weak before they are assailed. Rationalistic opinions 
are stated fairly often in quotations from able writers. Exegesis which to the 
writer does not seem sound, is first given and the arguments in its favor well 
stated. It is able and clear. When an opposing view is met, the writer shows 
himself a match for any opponent. His views in general commend themselves to 
our judgment and are ably presented. It is connected. The whole book leaves one 
impression. This is where many works on the subject lamentably fail. They 
give a series of scattered thoughts. This book is one argument. The first chap- 
ter does not make its full impression until the last is read, and the last is not com- 
plete unless the intervening ones are mastered. It is broad in scope. Scarcely 
one element in the Old Testament can be mentioned which is not shown to enter 
into some link of the Great Argument. The whole Old Testament with its his- 
tory, its prophecy, its poetry, its types, its priests, the daily life and habits of its 
people, all are seen to be colored and shot through with this messianic idea. It is 
suggestive. Its language is vigorous and eloquent. The writer shows a broad 
acquaintance with literature in general and human nature. He had the advantage 
of personal acquaintance with the scene and sphere of Old Testament life, being 
the son of the veteran missionary and author of " The Land and the Book " and 
himself living some time in Palestine. We would commend the book most of all 
for its common sense and balance. Rationalistic and absurd views are not enter- 
tained or favored because of fear of " Higher Criticism " or out of deference to 
distinguished names. Dr. Thomson can see something else to be taken into 
account besides Grammar and manuscript authority and the mere negative critic- 
ism of date and author and style. Every reader will find this work interesting, 
stimulating, instructive and convincing. The paper and printing are all that 
could be desired. G. S. G. 



♦•SEnpiG * jnjD •!• OLD * TESTPQEIP * BIBLIOGItflP^Y.* 

Amebic an Literature. 
Massey, G. The Natural Genesis ; or, Second Part of a Book of the Beginnings. 

New York : Scribner & Welford. 2 vols. Royal 8vo $12.00 

Newman, E. W. Christianity in its Cradle. New York: Scribner & Welford, $1.00 
Oxley, W. Egypt, and the Wonders of the Land of the Pharaohs. New York : 

Scribner & Welford $3.00 

Reid, J. M. Doomed Religions ; a Series of Essays on Great Religions of the 

World. New York : 12 mo., pp. 455 

Wright, G. F. The Divine Authority of the Bible. Boston : Congregational 

Sunday School and Publishing Society. 7}x4J, pp. xii, 241 $1.25 

Sayce, A. H. Ancient Empires of the East. New York: G. Scribner's Sons. 

12 mo., pp. 301 $1.50 

Foreign Literature. 
Barrows, E. P. Manners and Customs of the Jews. London : Beligious Tract 

Society 2s. 6d. 



